THORP ACADEMY
SEND OFFER 2016/2017
As part of the Children and Families Bill 2014, all schools are required to make available their SEND
Local Offer to families, which details how they can support children and young people with a
special educational need and/or disability (SEND).
The local offer comprises 14 questions that have been devised by parents and carers for schools
and other educational establishments to respond to. For ease of use we have broken these
questions down into separate parts in this document. The answers to these questions should allow
parents and carers the opportunity to find the best possible education for their children.
Gateshead Council have devised their own local offer regarding what children in this area
are entitled to in terms of SEND.
http://www.gateshead.gov.uk/Education%20and%20Learning/Special-educationalneeds/home.aspx
At Thorp Academy, we are committed to offering a school experience which ensures the
best possible progress for all of our students, whatever their needs or abilities. Support is
provided for any student, who at any time, is identified as requiring additional or different
provision to help him or her achieve success. We believe that all students are entitled to an
education that enables them to:
● achieve their best
● become confident individuals living fulfilling lives
● make a successful transition whether into employment, further education or higher
education
At Thorp Academy we strive to ensure that all children reach their full potential and we take many
steps to ensure this. High quality teaching is vital but in some cases additional steps are taken.
The following document outlines how this is done. Additional information can be found in our
SEND policy.
Additional information about how we support students with SEND can be found in the SEND Policy
document.
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Q1. The kinds of special educational needs for which provision is made at Thorp Academy
At Thorp Academy we acknowledge that all teachers are teachers of Special Educational Needs
and Disabilities (SEND). We recognise that it is the teacher’s responsibility to meet the needs of all
students in their class. Teaching staff achieve this through a combination of classroom
organisation, materials used, teaching style, differentiation and in partnership with input and
support from specialist staff and from the SENCO.
When necessary, we seek appropriate advice and support from external agencies. As an academy
we use our best endeavours to ensure that the necessary provision is made for any student who
has special educational needs. (Code of Practice, July 2014)
Q2. How does Thorp Academy know if students need extra help and what should I do if
I think my child may have SEND?
During transition we gain information provided by parents/carers and the student’s previous
school. We also use information from outside agencies if and when they have been involved in
supporting the student or their family. On entry all students are tested on their reading and maths
to provide us with baseline data to inform intervention planning. Within the Learning Support
Department we use a variety of test materials and complete further assessments when results
identify a need for a more detailed investigation.
We have rigorous monitoring in place that tracks the progress our learners make in all areas of the
curriculum and clearly identifies the next steps. Our staff are vigilant at supporting and raising any
concerns.
We carry out reading assessments for all our Year 8 and Year 9 students (in addition to Year 7) at
the end of each academic year. This, combined with information about their current data and
target grades, are used by teachers to plan appropriately differentiated lessons.
Information about students’ individual needs and disabilities is made available to all of our
teachers and support staff who use it for their planning, through our SEND register and individual
personal profiles for SEND students. This is updated regularly but officially reviewed in whole
twice yearly.
We also have an internal referral system that allows any member of staff to raise concerns to the
SENCO about any student who is experiencing difficulties accessing learning. The needs of the
student are investigated through one or more of the following routes:
● further testing
● discussions with the student, parents, subject teachers, support staff or
● advice taken from outside agencies to make arrangements for an appropriate form of
intervention
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Progress will be monitored and a review will take place after a predetermined period of time that
is specific to the student and intervention.
Most importantly, you need to talk to us about how you feel – you know your child best. When
parents raise concerns about their child’s educational needs, the relevant member of staff will
gather all the appropriate data and information from your child’s teachers. If necessary, a meeting
will be arranged, to discuss our findings before support strategies, referrals or interventions are
put in place.
If you have concerns or feel that your child is not receiving suitable support we encourage you to
contact the SENCO at the earliest possible opportunity so we are able to discuss and investigate
the matter.
Q3. How will Thorp Academy support my child’s learning?
Children’s needs are best met through high quality teaching by subject specialist teachers, who
take account of the needs of each child. Teachers are aware of a range of educational needs and
different strategies to implement to support students’ learning. Appropriate resources are also
provided plus a range of teaching styles are used to meet the needs of individual learners.
Where necessary, an individual programme of support and intervention for your child will be
drawn up by Thorp Academy. For further information on how this is done please refer to the
SEND policy. It is important that you and your child take part in this process, so that you can
contribute your opinions and concerns. The plan may include school provision and may also
include input from external agencies and services. Students who have a Statement or EHCP will
have an Action Plan and a single page Pupil Profile. This will ensure that the teacher, parent and
the student know what outcomes are being aimed for and the best way of achieving these. The
outcomes and provision will be reviewed at the student’s Annual Review as well as at other
intervals throughout the year.
Q4. How will the curriculum be matched to my child’s needs?
In Key Stage 3 students are set in mixed ability classes. In Maths, English and Science students are
set based on their ability in that subject area.
Our curriculum allows for flexibility to move students between sets to allow for progress or
additional support for those who may experience difficulties with their learning.
At Key Stage 4, students are advised to follow a pathway of choices that match their ability,
allowing every student to have the best possible opportunity for examination success. When Year
8 students are going through the process of making their choices, you are invited to an options
evening, which enables you and your child to speak to relevant staff about each of the courses on
offer.
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Q5. How will both you and I know how my child is doing?
You will receive a data report which shows your child’s progress in each subject area six
times a year. There is also one Parents’ Evening during the year for each year group, which offers
an opportunity for you to discuss progress with the subject teachers.
Students with Special Educational Needs and/ or Disability are closely monitored. All students
with Statements or EHCPs have an Action Plan which clearly outlines the support that is in place.
Children with Statements of SEN or EHCPs will also have an Annual Review. There will be
additional opportunities for parents/carers of students with SEND to meet with the SENCO or by
appointment when the need arises.
Q6. What support will be at Thorp Academy for my child’s overall well-being?
Students are supported by a pastoral team comprising of a form tutor, head of year and a progress
mentor for the year group, with the form tutor being the first point of contact.
Emotional and social development support is also provided by the SENCO and the team of
Teaching Assistants. In addition we have an independent counsellor that students can be referred
to by staff or as a self-referral by the student.
We are also able to refer students to the NHS school nurse if we feel their support will benefit the
situation or difficulty.
Thorp Academy’s Education Welfare Officer (EWO) monitors all students for factors such as
attendance and punctuality and provides support and liaises with the SENCO to implement
interventions to assist individual students.
Occasionally it might be necessary to organise meetings between families and external agencies to
offer additional support for any student.
All students who have a medical condition which without support would prevent them from
accessing a full curriculum have a Health Care Plan. There is a separate policy on the
academy website which you can refer to. We have a dedicated member of staff in school to assist
with medication and there are always trained first aiders available in school and for educational
visits.
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Q7. What specialist services and expertise are available at, or accessed by, Thorp Academy?
Annual meetings are held between the SENCO, Speech & Language Therapist and Educational
Psychologist and throughout the school year it is possible to make referrals for assessments. In
addition we are able to make referrals to the NHS school nurse, CAMHS, plus a range of other
agencies when the need arises.
Q8. What training do staff who support my child have?
The SENCO is currently completing the National Award for Special Educational Needs
Coordination.
In the academic year 2016-17 staff training included differentiation, assessment for learning and
whole school literacy development. Last year we continued to embed and develop the training
and in addition completed training in best practice to support Dyslexic students. The annual cycle
of INSET ensures that staff are confident in supporting students with SEND. The Teaching
Assistants have regular training as a whole group. Individual members of
the Learning Support Department have had training in ways to support specific areas of need.
There is a programme of training opportunities available to all staff to allow for individual interests
and skills to develop.
Q9. How will my child be included in activities outside the classroom including
school trips?
At Thorp Academy we strive to ensure that all students, regardless of their individual needs, have
access to the whole range of educational opportunities and activities. Support staff can be
allocated, when required, to accompany students on school trips and full risk assessments will be
made to ensure all aspects of health and safety have been considered before embarking on the
trip. We comply with all legislation in respect of accessibility and make reasonable adjustment
where necessary. In line with the Equalities Act 2010, we carry out equality impact assessments
where necessary, to ensure that we can identify opportunities in our practice for promoting our
vision and our duties on equality legislation. This is across all aspects of school life, including
school trips and experiences where reasonable adjustment might need to be made. As a parent
we encourage you to discuss your concerns with us so that we can plan for full inclusion.
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Q10. How accessible is the school environment?
Thorp Academy is fully accessible and fully complies to DDA standards and there is provision for
disabled parking. There are disabled toilet and shower facilities in the PE block and the ‘Changing
Places’ room. The whole site is well signposted.
Visually impaired students can benefit from the markings on steps and staircases. Teaching
Assistants have undertaken mobility training to support visually impaired students and are
experienced in preparing and advising teachers on materials to use in lessons. The Low Incidence
Needs Team have worked closely with the school. In addition staff are experienced at using
technology to enhance the learning experience of students with auditory impairments.
We deploy Teaching Assistants to facilitate mobility and access across the site where
needed. These are personalised to meet the needs of the individual student concerned.
Evacuation plans are designed to meet the needs and ensure the safety of individuals who require
an alternative plan.
Q11. How will Thorp Academy support my child to join the school or transfer to the next stage of
education and life?
For students’ transition from year 6 into 7 we gather information about your child’s needs from
their primary school. All feeder schools are visited by a member of Thorp Academy staff and the
SENCO. These visits can be personalised for the student depending on need and can be made
available from year 5. Parents and their children are encouraged to visit the Learning Support
Department during Thorp Academy’s Open Evening to allow for initial contact between the child
and the SENCO. During the 3 day year 6 transition visit the students are supported by the
Teaching Assistant team that will be supporting them in September. The SENCO will be involved in
or attend the annual review meeting for children with EHC plans (Statements) from year 5
onwards if the child’s parents have indicated that they would like their child to attend Thorp
Academy.
In preparation for the transition between Key Stage 3 & 4 students are helped with the selection
of their option choices. Parents are encouraged to talk to the SENCO to voice any concerns and
we will provide the most suitable methods of support to meet the needs of the students as they
embark on studying their chosen options.
Students are given the opportunity to discuss their moving on choices with a careers adviser from
year 10 onwards. The local colleges liaise with Thorp Academy to gather information to allow for
continued support with the students’ chosen courses. The local authority SEND careers adviser
will work with and support students with an EHC Plan during the year 11 transition.
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Q12. How are Thorp Academy’s resources allocated and matched to my child’s special educational
need? How will Thorp Academy decide about what type and how much support my child will
receive?
Decisions concerning support for individual students are made according to need. This includes
both statutory and non-statutory provision. Resources are allocated as appropriate depending on
the individual student’s SEND and monitored via provision mapping. This is stored on the school’s
data and information system. The level and type of support is reviewed regularly and adjusted or
altered to the student’s need at the time of the review. At Thorp Academy we seek to ensure a
value for money service, so all our interventions are evaluated on a termly basis.
Further information about our graduated response to support can be found in the SEND Policy.
Q13. How are parents involved at Thorp Academy?
Parents and carers are welcome to discuss their child’s progress with the SENCO or other key staff
at any time during the school year. Subject teachers can be contacted preferably in the first
instance by email. The school will routinely contact parents or carers to discuss interventions,
progress and concerns. Parents or carers will be invited to school if initial assessments are
requested and undertaken with external agencies.
Q14. How are students involved at Thorp Academy?
Students are welcome to attend annual review meetings and they contribute comments on their
support in school. We respect the views of the students and will actively seek their comments
when planning and reviewing interventions.
We have student voice groups in which our students are able to raise concerns that
they may have. We have a cross-section of students involved in these including those with SEND
and in receipt of the Pupil Premium (PP) grant. Students who are not in a Student voice group are
encouraged to raise concerns or opinions on matters through their Teaching Assistant attached to
their particular year group.
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Q15. Who can I contact for further information?
If your child has a Special Educational Need and /or Disability and you wish to become more
involved in his or her learning with us, do not hesitate to contact the SENCO. Similarly, if you still
have a question, want to look round or perhaps you feel that your child’s needs are hard to meet
and you want to discuss the matter in more depth, please contact the relevant Year Leader or
SENCO.
SENCO
Year 7 Transition
Leader
Year 8 Leader
Year 9 Leader
Year 10 Leader
Year 11 Leader
6th Form Leader

Helen Bownes
Ruth Marklew

hbownes@thorpacademy.org
rmarklew@thorpacademy.org

Christine Porter
Lindsey Brady
Adam Hutchings
Graeme Martin
Amanda French

cporter@thorpacademy.org
lbrady@thorpacademy.org
ahutchings@thorpacademy.org
gmartin@thorpacademy.org
afrench@thorpacademy.org

Q16. Who do I contact should I wish to make a complaint?
Parents and carers of students with SEND should discuss their concerns with Helen Bownes,
SENCO in the first instance.
The Head of Academy, Mrs Karen Hailes, can be contacted via her email
khailes@thorpacademy.org or by phone 0191 413 2113.
The formal complaints policy can be found on the academy website but it is hoped that difficulties
can be resolved before this stage.
Q17. Where is information on the Local Offer published?
The Gateshead Local Offer can be found using the link:
http://www.gateshead.gov.uk/Education%20and%20Learning/Special-educationalneeds/home.aspx
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